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vided with as strong and substantial 2
building as his money will permit.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There is no harm in
taking the rich man down!

The PRESIDENT: Ourder!

Hon, J. T. FRANKLIN: I do not knew
to whom Mr. Holmes refers as a rich man.
If he refers to himself, we all agree it
will require a smart man to take him down.
The Bill has my wholehearied support. It
is a step in the right direction, and I hope
members will realise the advisableness of
following in my footsteps. It will not
work any injury to builders. It will do
more good than harm,

HON. L CRAIG (South-West) [8.28]:
I strongly oppose the second reading of
the Bill. The Factories and Shops
Act Amendment Bill was mild as milk com-
pared with this measure. It is a terrible
Bill. I ec¢an quite wunderstand why the
Government did not sponsor the measure.
The members of the Government are very
brave, but they have not the audacity to
introduce such a Bill, especially with an
election looming next year. The Bill
amazes me, In country towns there
are, as a rule, one or two huilders
only. If the Bill be agreed to, ihey
will have a monopoly for many years to
come. As Mr. R. G. Moore pointed out,
the board to be appointed will he purely
8 one-man hoard, One man by his vote
will have the power to call up any regis-
tered builder who may do something of
which the member of the board does not
epprove. With the advantage of his one
vote that board member may exercise the
power of deregistering the huilder. My,
Fraoklin claims that the Bill will improve
building operations, Anyone who ecalls
himself a builder to-day can demand to be
registered. In effect, the advocates of the
Bill say that everyone who builds houses
to-day is a competent builder, We can-
not allow legislation of that sort to go
through the House, and indeed I wonder
why the House has wasted so much time

on it. 1 hope the Bill will he thrown out
as quickly as possible. 1 oppose the second
reading.

On motion hy Hon.
adjourned.

H. Tuckey, dehate

[ASSEMBLY.]

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY {(Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [8.31]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Thursduy next.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned «t 8.32 pm.

Legislative HRssembly,
Tuesday, Sth October, 1935,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm. and read prayers.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE,
CLAREMONT.

Neptic Tank Instellations.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: Is it inenmbent upon a
vesident in the Claremaont electorate who has
installed and is using a septic tank, to con-
nect np to the departmental sewers, or is it
sufficient if he pays the annnal sewerage
rate?

The MINISTER ¥FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: Connection to sewer is
compnlsory. Septic tanks serve w.e’s. only
whereas deep sewers dispose of sll house-
heold wastes.

QUESTION—MINING—OIL LEASES,

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, How many leases or prospecting
arens for oil are in existence at present in
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this State? 2, (a) What are the names and
addresses of the holders of each lease or
prospecting area? (b) What iz the area of
each lease or prospecting area? (¢) Where
are they situated? (d) When were they
vranted? 3, What action has_been taken to
enforce the fulfilment of the working con-
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ditions on these leases or prospecting areas?
4, If no action has been tiken, what action
does he propose to take?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, 13. 2, There are thirteen (13) oil
prospecting areas in existence and they are
held as follows:—

<
I:fre : f Holder. Address. Area, Locality, ngtz d.
aq. miles.
146H | Freney Kimberley Oil | Warwick House, 8t. George’s| 63,000 | Kimberley ... | 6-10-23
Company {1932), No Terrace, Perth
Liability
186H Do. do. do. do. de. 31,400 | Kimberley, W.| 20-8-28
196H | Nicholson, Edmuad James | C/o. Woorame! Oil Syndi- | 10,000 | Gascoyne 3-12-28
Houghton ;  Careary, cate, Limited, Warwick
William Annand House, St. George‘s Ter.
race, Perth
215H | The Wooramel Oil Syndi- | Warwick House, St. George’s| 5,000 | Wooramel 19-6-29
cate, Limited Terrace, Perth River
221H { Oriomo Qil, Limited National Mutual Buildings, [ 10,000 | North-West 19-9-29
350 George St.reet Sydney Division
238H Do. do. ... do. 10,000 | Kimberley ... 4-3-32
241H | The Wooramel 0il Syndi- { Warwick House, St. George s| 4,500 | Wooramel 16-8-32
cate, Limited Terrace, Perth
242H do. do. do. do. 500 do. 16-8-32
253H Frank Edwnrd 334 Barker Road, Subiaco | 10,000 | Swan 24-10-33
2537H | Church, Harold Whtely C/o. Criterion Hotel, Hay | 10,000 | Gascoyne 5-4-34
Street, Perth
258H | Qil Search, Limited National Mutual Building, [ 10,000 | Exmouth Gulf| 23—4-34
. 350 George Street, Syndey
260H | Johnston, Edward Bert- | 259 Adelaide Terrace, Perth | 10,000 | Gascoyue 26-6-35
rant
261H | Johnston, Sidney St. Maur do. do. do. 10,000 do. 26-6-35

(3), It is obligatory upon oi! licensees to
furnish the department with regular reports
of operations. If these are not satistactory,

action can, and often has been taken for
eancellation of licenses. 4, Answered hy
No. 3.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister Health
and read a first time.

for

BILL—ELECTORAL.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 3rd Qctober; Mr. Slee-
man in the Chair; the Minister for Justice
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 20—Disqualifications:
The CHAIRMAN : The member for Ned-
lands had moved an amendment as follows—

That subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (e}
of Subclause 1 be deleted.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 23
Majority against .. 11
AYES.

Mr. Boyle Mr. North

Mr, Ferguson Mr. Patrick

Mr. Keenan Mr. Sampson

Mr. Latbam Mr. Stubbs

Mr. McLarty Mr. Thorn

Mr, Mona Mr. Doney

(Tetler.d
Noks,

Mr. Clothier Mr. Needham

Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen

Mr, Cross Mr. Raphael

Mr. Fox Mr. Rodoreds

Mr. Hegoey Mr. F.C. L. Smith

Atlss Holmap Mr. Wanubruugl

Mr. Johnson Mr. Welan

Mr. McDonald Mr. Willcock

Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise

Mr. Millington Mr.  Withers

Mr. Moloney Mr. Wilson

Mr. Munsie (Teiter ¥

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T foresee grave
danger if Sub-paragraph (iii) is allowed teo



1030

reuwain unaltered. As this is printed now
it will be possible for Asiatic half-castes to
vote. 1n the interpretation clause we do not
state who a half-caste is. 1 have a protest
from the people of Broome pointing out the
danger of the position with regard to Malay
and Japanese erosses with aborigines. Half-
castes are to be given a vote for the Legis-
lative Assembly, hut cannot go into an hotel
for a drink.

The Minister for Justice: They can get a
certificate from the director or a justice.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: A magistrate in-
cludes n justice of the peace. In future we
may have political parties appointing per-
sons as justices of the peace in order fo
place half-castes on the roll. I want to sce
white people placed =a little above half-
castes.

The Minister for Mines: A white person
need not go before a magistrate in order to
get a certificate.

Hon. €. G, LATHAM: That is so, but
under this pavagraph a Japanese or Malay
hatt-easte way get a certificate. I move an
amendmenf—

Thiut the Ffollowing words he added to sub-

paragraph (iii) of paragraph (¢} of Subclause
1:—*and who is quafified to be enrolled as
an elector for the Legislative Council.”?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I can-
not accept an amendmeni of that deserip-
tion. The contention by the Leader of the
Opposition regarding half-castes of Asiatic
blood being entitled to be enrolled will not
stand, because the Bill contains other re-
strictions regarding persons having Asiatic
or African blood. In those cirewmstanees,
the half-blood progeny of Afrieans or
Asiaties would also be disqualified. There
are thowsands of eligible citizens who ecan
have their names placed on the Legislative
Assembly roll, bat are not entitled to be
enrolled for the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. N. Keenan: Wauld you restriet this
to half-bloods, the resuit of an association
hetween whites and aborigines?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICFK: That
is the intenfion.

Heon. N. Keenan: It does not say so in
the BilL

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Bill provides that any person with Asiatie
or African blood or an aboriginal is dis-
gualified from enrelment. Sarely it must
follow that their progeny will alse be dis-
qualified. The intention is that the half-
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blood resulting from the association of a
white and an aboriginal shall be entitled
to be enrolled, provided he secures the neces-
sary certificate, That carries out the rul-
ing of the Federal Attorney General when
be said that the half-blood meant a persen
in whom black blood did not predominate.
T would have no objection to an amendment
along the lines suggested by the member
for Nedlands confining the interpretation
of a half-blood to the progeny of a white
and an aboriginal.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If you were to em-
body in the definition clanse an interpreta-
tion of what a half-easte shall be, it wonld
be all right.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not mind if that conrse is followed. I am
prepared to look into the matter o see
whether it is necessary to include a defini-
tion of a half-hlood. The report of the
Electoral Commission contains the follow-
ing:— .

t':i‘lu;v proposed law relating to halt-castes and
their right to exercise the franchise is sul-
stantinlly that of the Commonwenlth. The
Commonwealth electoral authorities proceeded
on the basis of an opinion which was given
many years ago by the then Solicitor General,
Sir Robert Garran, which is to the effect that
half-castes ave not aboriginal natives within
the mneaning of Section 127 of the Constitution
and that therefore half-castes are not disquali-
fied, and that all persons in whom aboriginal
blood predominates are disqualified. This opin-
ion was supported hy the then Attornev Gen-
eritl, 8ir Tsane tsanes, whose comment thereon
was: ‘‘this is reasonable, and should he fol-
lowed.’?

It is only a matter of the procedure to be
adopted. 1f it 1s desired to amend the Bill
to make the position regarding the half-
castes quite clear, T shall have no ohjection.
The procedure indicated in the extrvact T
have read is the one that will he followed.
It is not usnal o interpret evervthing that
is included in a BiH; we leave much of it
to eommon sense. Nevertheless T will agree
to insert a safezuard that will have the effect
of carrying out what has been followed by
the Commontealth for npwards of 30 vears.

Hon. C. G, Latham: How many half-
castes are on the roll? Absolutely none.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
are one or two in my electorate, and I eould
name half a dozen who are on the Common-
wealth roll

Mr. Patrick: There are one or two on
the Geraldion State roll.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: And
half a dozen on the Greenough roll.
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Mr. Patrick: 1 know one who has gome
bush with the natives again.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Then,
of course, his name would he struck off the
roll.

Mr. Marshall: We do not give them en-
couragement o do anything else.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not mind if the member for Nedlands moves
an amendment along the lines he has sug-
zested,

Hon. N.
matter.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
practice has never been abused under the
Commonwealth law.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As a final pro-
fest, I want to point out to the Committee
what they are doing. We are giving power
to magistrates or justices of the peace, ap-
pointed by the Governor for that purpose,
to say whether a half-caste who may apply
to he enrolled is a fit and proper person
to be enrolled. How will it work cut? A
magistrate or a justice of the peace wiil be
appointed at Katanning, and he will go into
all the applications received there. An-
other will be appointed for Beverley, and
another for York. There must be hundreds
of half-castes there.

The Minister for Justice: There are not
hundreds that will make application to be
enrolled!

Mr. Thorn: What is to stop them?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is useless for
the Minister to pretend he is so innocent.
Then another will be appointed to deal
with applications received at Moore River.
There will be a large number at Greenough,
and then further north appointments will
have to be made at each port. This is how
it will work out. We know how candi-
dates act at eleection time. They will ask
these balf-castes to lodge applications for
enrolment.

Mr. Wansbroagh: Do you believe that
suggestion?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I do.
what candidates do to-day.

Mr. Withers: Some candidates.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do neot say all
candidates; I know there are some who
would not think of doing it, but others will.
The half-castes will lodge their applica-
tionz and the justice of the peace will have
to decide the question. On what hasis will

Keenan: I will not press the

I know
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he arrive at his decision? Will he go on
their appearance or on his knowledge of
them individually?  Then. again, there
will be no similarity between the decisions
arrived at independently by these justices
of the peace. Under such conditions, I do
not know what sort of a roll we shall have.
It is very unfortunate that we should
place half-bloods on the same footing as
the whites, particularly at this juncture.

Mr. Rodoreda: We are not doing thai.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We are, practie-
ally speaking. We know how people of this
deseription can be easily influenced. The
candidate who visits them last and makes
the greatest number of promises will sccure
their support.

Mr. Marshall: That is how you get vour
support.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Nothing of the
sort. I know of only one name that ap-
peared on the roll under this category und
I drew the electoral officer’s attention to
it and suggested that he should make some
inquiries. As a result, the name was struck
off the roll. There are too many half-castes’
names ¢n the roll now. T saw at least twn
half-castes at the front who were quite
capable of doing a white man’s work.
They hold themselves aloof from the abor-
igines sueh as those who live in mia-mias
on native reserves; yet there are others, and
those are the people who can be enrolled.

Ministerial members: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, that is what
we are telling the magistrates they can
do. Who is to tell the magistrate how he
is to deeide the question?

My, Rodoreda: A magistrate can secure
plenty of evidenee in the country districts
if be desires to reach a proper deecision.

The Minister for Health: Do you think
the magistrate would say that the man whoe
is living in a mia-mia with a gin was a
fit and proper person to be enrolled?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know
whether the Minister has ever travelled
through the back country: if he has, he
will probably know that there are some
white men living under those econditions
whose names appear on the roll.

The Minister for Justice: But there iz a
distinet qualification,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T know the Com-
miftee will pass the clause, but I want
members to understand what they are do-
ing. The power embodied in the paragraph
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is broad. 1 do not know what “‘in the
preseribed manner” may mesan, It is left
entirely to the justice of the peace to say
whether the half-caste is a fit and proper
person to be enrolled. That is a very
dangerous power to place in the hands of
a justice of the peace. It means banding
out votes ad lib. to the half-castes who can-
not deal with matters in the same way as
the whites. I would like to read part of
a letter of protest I received from a per-
son in Broome. I do not know what quali-
fications he possesses, but he says he has
lived there for 35 years and knows the
people well, their lazy mode of life and how
impossible it 15 to rely wupon them.
On behalf of those people at Broome, I pro-
pose to lodge this protest, or at least ome
paragraph of it. The writer of the letter
points out that there are up there 2,000 in-
dentured Asiaties intermixed with other
coloured people, and that to-day they are
on the verge of receiving the same electoral
privileges as white men.

The Minister for Agriculture: But to get
on the roll, the coloured person must have
the qualification of heing a fit and proper
person.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T have toid you
of a white man living in mia-mias with
aborigines, and yet he has the right to vote.

The Minister for Agriculture: How many
white men are there living in mia-mias with
aborigines?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: At all events
" there are some. If there is any qualifica-
tion at all in that paragraph (iii) T should
like the Minister for Agvienlture to tell me
where it is. This is handing terrilic power
to justices of the peace, a power they should
not have.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
is not handing a terrific power to ordinary
justices of the peace. This power will be
ziven to a stipendinry magistrate. Of
eourse, the Governor mav appoint a justice
of the peace to take some case which is
ordinarily reserved to a magistrate, but the
Governor is nob going to appoint every jus-
tice of the peace in the State to do this
work. If is only once in every fwo or three
months that the Governor is called npon
to appoint a justice of the peace tempor-
arily to take the place of a magistrate be-
cause, for some good reason, that magis-
trate is not able to take a certain case. It
will not he the general rule; indeed, it will
be an exception to the general rule. The
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probability is that all applications of half-
castes to get on the roll will be dealt with
by stipendiary magistrates, and I am sure
we can leave it to any of them to decide who
amongst the half-castes are fit and proper
persons to be placed on the roll. That being
so, questionable half-castes will not apply
at all. Each application, of course, will
mean some little expense, and half-castes
of the type mentioned by the Leader of the
Opposition would not have the wherewithal,
The applications will be heard in open
court.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No fear, they will
not be.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Bui
they will be,

Mr, MARSHALL: There may be some-
thing in what the Leader of the Opposition
said. But it is remarkable that the hon.
member should have moved an amendment
which does not touch the objectionable feat-
ures of paragraph (iii) at all. The Leader
of the Opposition says it is most objec-
tionable to him that a bhalf-blood shall be
entitled to enrolment; but in his amend-
ment he says that, so long as the applicant
has the electoral qualifications for another
place, all his ohjections go by the board.
That is the meaning of the hon. member's
amendment. He contends that half-bloods
by the hundred will apply to he enrolled,
and that that would be objectionable; hut
in his amendment he says that so long as
they have the qualifieations required in
voters for annther pinee, he will have no
objection. Wheru is the congistency in the
hon. member? On his reasoning, so long
as a half-caste has a little bloek of land,
he is more worthy of consideration than
his brother who is less fortunate in that he
owns no property at all. Why does not
the hon. member move an amendment de-
fining what the magisirate shall require in
an applicant before enrolling him?  For
vears past the half-eastes have had the right
to he placed on the Federal roll, yet per-
haps not more than 50 of them in the whole
State have bothered to seeure enrolment. T
lknow a magistrate who at one time was the
resident magistrate af Broome. T am sure
there wonld he very few permitted to he
enrolled under this paragraph if that magis-
trate were still at Broome—and I have just
as much eonfidence in his suceessor. The
Broome letter quoted by the Leader of the
Opposition points to sinister possibilities,
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but the writer of the letter evidently did
not fully understand paragraph (iii).

Mr. Coverley: Probably it was some busy-
body female. ’

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not doubt
thai, In the preceding clause there is set
out all the types of half-bloeds that would
necessarily be excluded from the privilege.
I would have liked a stricter definition of
“half-caste,” but still I am prepared to
teust the magistrates. In my electorate
magistrates have virtually fried men for
their lives. Since we give them the power
practically {o condemn a man to death, we
ought to be able to trust them with the
power contained in paragraph (iii).

Hon. C. G. Latham: We do not give that
power to justices of the peace.

Mr. MARSHALL: Does the hon. mem-
ber know any justice of peace who would
nof be fair and honest in his interpretation
of paragraph (iii}? Of course he cannot
name one. [ should like to tell the writer
of that letter that while those people at
Broome are prepared to exploit the
poverty of the Asiatics, yet when it comes
to giving them a vote, those people say no.

Mr. MceDonald: Do you want to see
Asiatiecs on the roll?

Mr., MARSHALL: No, but neither do I
want to see their poverty exploited. I am
prepared to vote for an amendment on the
lines suggested by the Leader of the Op-
position, but nob to support the amendment
le has actually placed hefore the Com-
wmittee. I would support the Leader of the
Oppozition in an efforl to define halk-bleods
clearly, but 1 will not be a party to creat-
ing class distinetions.  There are one or
two half-castes in the Murchison whose
parents trip about Perth and are rather
sedate gentlemen. People nre apt to be-
come sedate when they reach a position of
affiuence. The half-blood who endeavours
to rise in the world should b encouraged,
but the white who lowers himself by con-
sorting with a gin should be denied the
vole.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T reeret that the
memhber for Murchison should have waxed
so eloquent over my amendment. My rea-
son for inserting a property qualification
was that it would place a man who was
prepared to adhere to some of the customs
of the whites in a position {o exercise the
franchise. If a half-hlood lives in a
home, he is living under some of the con-
litions lhat white people observe. The
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clause would permit almost anyone fo
make an application, and he could ap-
proach a magistrate in chambers, without
going into eourt.

AMr. Wansbrough: The magistrate would
have to hear evidence and determine,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If that were so,
it would assist.

My, Wansbrough:
finition.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The definition
does not apply to these cases. In reply
to the member for Murchison, let me say
that the parent of a half-caste does not
enter into the question. If the discussion
has accomplished nothing else, it might
have brought home to the Minister the
danger of the paragraph.

The Minister for Justice:
Commonwealth Act.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 bave not had
time to investigate that point, but before
the third reading I shall elear up the
doubt.

The Minister for Justice: Anyone with-
out a predominance of black blood can be
enrolled.

Ilon. C. G. LATHAM: That is probably
o ruling by the Federal Attorney Gemneral.
Who is going to prove it? Those people
have not a birth certificate, and many of
them have not even been registered,

Mr. Marshall: The Federal law iz so
generous that it allows the individual him-
self to decide whether he has a predomin-
ance of white hlood. Here we impose restric-
tions. He has to give proof.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Probably there is
protection in the clause as regards the
Asiatie-nboriginal comhbination. T realize
that the Minister does not desire to give the
franchise to evervbody. At least he should
look into the matter, insert a definition of
“half-blood,” and instruet the magistrates
that commonsense should be exercized be-
fore extending the franchise.

Mr. Rodoreda: Provide for a magisirate
under this provision, not a justice of the
peace.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: We could provide
that a magistrate in this instance shall not
include a justice of the peace.

Mr. MARSHALL: T suggesi that the
Leader of the Opposition withdraw his
amendment in favour of one to add to the
paragraph “provided that a half-hlood shall
have a predominance of white blood.”

Go back to the de-

It is in the



1034

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If one
were @ halt-blood, there would be no pre-
domnavce of woite blood. The Federal
Attorney General ruled that where there
was & predominance of black Dblood, the
applicant was disquabfied. “The Electoral
Department would be guided by ihat ruling.
I do not know that many halt-eastes could
find the money necessary Lo test the point in
the High Court. That is hew the jaw will
be administered, and 1 think the paragraph
as it stands can safely be passed. The sug-
gestion of the member for Roechbourne might
meet the wishes of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. It could be provided that for this
purpose a magistrate shall mean a stipen-
diary or resident magistrate. I do not con-
sider the amendment necessavy, but I am
anxious to allay the sevious alarm of the
Leader of the Opposifion,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: [ move an amend-

ment—

That the following words be added to sub-
paragraph (ili) :—**Provided that the term
‘magistrate’ in this section shall apply”only
to a stipendiary or resident magistrate.

Amendment pnt and passed; the elause
as amended, agreed to.

ask leave to

Clanse 22—agreed to.

Clavnse 23-—Existing rolls:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As we are hring-
ing the prineipal Act up to date and trying
to obviate abuses which have ocenrrved, T nsk
the Minister will he, as soon as possible,
have new rolls prepared, so that an election
may produce a true reflex of the views of
the electors.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
matter does not arise under the clause, bnt
I do not mind giving the nssuranee desired.
The new rolls sheuld he available in two or
three weeks.

Clauso put and passed.

Clause 21—New rolls:

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 have to complain of
the present state of the rolls, a matter which
the Bill does nothing to rectify. We go
from one election to another, having only
one roll. Names are added, or struck off:
and addresses are changed. Tn the eircum-
stances, it is most difficult to keep a roll
pure. At lenst onre annually a rolt should
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be issued, so as to give organisation: and
candidates a chance of knowing who is on
the roll and who is off it. The ehecking
of rolls now iz a most complicated and
laboricus process.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICLK: The
hon. member will have an opportunity to
move such an amendment on Clause 31. The
practice had been to print supplementary
rolls every six months; but during the de-
pression that practice was ignored, and it
is still ignored.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: Would it not be
possible to combine the Couneil and As-
sembly rolls? It is only a matter of mar-
gins. Then it would not be necessary to
look up two separate rolls.

Clavse put and passed.

Clause 25—Names to be inscribed from
existing rolls:

Mr. F, C. L. SMITE: In this clause
the words “appear to” oceur frequently. In
my cpinion they oecur once too often, and
that is in Subclause 1, paragraph (b), sub-
paragraph (iii), which reads—

In the case of Assembly rolls, who do not
appear to reside at their enrolled address in
the district.

That subparagraph affords too wide a scope
of discretion. A person may “appear” to
have moved without having moved at all.
To omit a person’s name from a new roll
is tantamount to striking him off the roll.
Under the existing law a notice has to be
sent by the Chief Eleetoral Officer to the
person whose name is to be struck off; and
if that person sends in an application to he
enrolled, his name must he placed on the
list. In aetual practice, the claim of a per-
son struek off because he appears to have
left his formner residence is still good if he
has not lett; but the only way in which he
can be restored to the roll is by making a
new elaim.  This puts people to much un-
necessary trouble. A person frequently
“appears” not to reside at a pacticular
address if that address is in an area without
a postal delivery. (Vhat often happens is
that an enterprising firm of traders in Perth
zets hold of un electoral roll and sends cir-
culars to the persons whose names and
addresses appear thereon. The area heing
without a postal delivery, many of these
cireulars are retnrned through the Dead
Letter Office. Then occasionally the firm
sends the returned letters to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, who thereupon sends notires to
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the persons in question, which notices are
returned becanse of the absence of a postal
delivery; and such persons are struek off
the roll because they no longer appear to
live at the addresses stated. Many of these
people do not get letters from one year's
end to the other; they do nof even call at
the post office to inguire for letters. Con-
sequently, they receive neither the circulars
of the enterprising Perth firm nor the
notices of the Chief Electoral Officer. That
official should send someons out to see
whether the persons referred to reside at the
addresses or not. I propose to move an
amendment striking out the words “appear
to” in the subparagraph indicated.

Mr. MARSHALL: Before the hon. mem-
ber goes any further I should like to move
an amendment at the beginning of the
clause. Paragraph (a) reads, ‘‘The names
of all persons who appear to be qualified
shall be inserted.”” I do not know why the
words *‘appear to be’’ occur so frequently
in the clanse. It is left entirely to an offi-
cer to say whether a person is or is not a
resident at a particular place. The clauae
deals with the preparation of new rolls,
and T am assoming that the officer will
take the old rell and to compile the new
roll will be guided by the paragraph T have
jJust read. That paragraph leaves the
matter entirely in the hands of the officer.
I know of one instance where a man who
had resided in the Murchison electorate for
over 25 years had his name struck off the
roll. When T inquired the reazon I was
informed that a person by the same name
had applied for a iransfer to Bunbury,
and the department thought that it was
the individual in question and therefore
struck his name off the Murchison roll. If
I succeed in having the words ‘‘appear to
be’’ struck out T shall move to insert the
word ‘fare’’ and the clause will read, *‘the
names of all persons who are qualified shall
be inserted.’” This is a strange clause
altogether, because a little further down
we find that it refers to perzons “*who
appear to be dead.’” .\ person may be
very much alive, buf so long as he “‘ap-
pears to he dead’’ he iz not entitled to
enrolmeni. I do not want to leave mat-
ters sneh az this to the officers of the de-
partment. If individuals are not qualified,
they need not be enrolled. hut if they are
aualified thex are entitled to enrolment,
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never mind about “appear to be I move
an amendment—

That in line 1 of parngraph (a) ‘‘appear
to be’’ be struek out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Some
discretion is always allowed officers in
the preparation of a rell. The phraseology
is exactly the same as that in Section 40
of the existing Aet. There may be an in-
dividual case of hardship such as that to
which the member for Murchison referred,
but it must be remembered that the Elec-
toral Department deals with the names of
a hundred thousand people, and the officers
of that department do not elaim infalli-
hility. Mistakes must oceur when they
are dealing with people who are moving
about the State. The interpretation here
is that all persons who are gualified shall
be enrolled, and the position cannot be
made any more definite.

Hon. N. Keenan: Or any wider.

Mr. MARSHALL: I can give an instanee
of what can happen. No one knows bet-
ter than the Minister for Justice that in-
dividuals are constantly going round the
metropolitan area inviting peeple to affix
their signatures to petitions for publicans’
licenses. An individual whose name is on
the roll may happen to be a sustenance
worker and may he temporarily away on
some job. The canvasser reports the fact
to the Chief Electoral Offcer, and the name
is struek off, or, under the clause, it will
appear to the canvasser that the absentee
has not the gqualification for enrolment.

The Minister for Justice: That is not
50,
Mr. MARSHALL: It is so. He has not
the qualification hecause he does not hap-
pen to be living there just at that time.
If my amendment is carried the position
will he made secure for that man.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. F. C. T.. SMITH: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of subparagraph
paragraph  (b) the words ‘‘appear
strurk out.

(i) of
to’’ be

T do not think the same objection can be
raised to striking out these words as was
raised in the case of the amendment just
disposed of. Before a person is struck off
the roll heeause he does not appear to
reside at the enrnlled address, it is essen-
tial that there =hould be some qualifving
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protection. The non-delivery of a letter
makes it appear that a person no longer
resides there. Many people reside in camps
on the goldfields, and they are qualified to
be on the roll. In many instances those
people never go near a post office.

Mr. NEEDHAM: [ support the amend-
ment. If those words remain in, they wiil
give too much latitude to the department,
and will provide eontinued opportunities
for people to go round the camps and secure
the removal of names from the rolls. Names
are often omitted from the roll hecause the
residents are temporarily absent from their
domieciles, either through being in hospital
or through working elsewhere. I know of
vlectors who have had the same home for
15 years, and have suddenly discovered that
their names have heen removed from the
. voll.  The department should find out for
certain that a person is a non-resident be-
fore striking his name off. The amendment
will minimise the danger of qualified per-
sons having their names removed from the
roll.

Mr. LAMBERT: In mining districts
where there are no post offices and no regu-
Jar postal services, notices may often fail
to reach the addressees, with the rvesult that
names are wrongfully taken from the roll.
Too much latitude is given to the depart-
ment in these cases. '[he onus should be
placed upon it to see that all reasonable
eare is taken before it is decided to strike
out names from the roll. Probably 500
clectors in my district are not enrolled,
merely because they have moved from one
locality to another, temporarily or other-
wise.

The MINISTER ¥OR JUSTICE: The
clause was framed in this way to allow the
department to exerecise a reasonable amount
of diseretion. It is not claimed that every-
thing is 100 per cent. correct, because in
dealing with so many hundreds of thous-
ands of people it is iinpossible to guarantee
absolute efficiency, TFEvery three or four
vears 150,000 or 160,000 alterations have to
he made to the roll. Tn some electorates
more alterations are made than there are
names on the roll. If the words "appear
to” are struek out, it would mean that the
department would have to make a personal
visit to every house conecerned, and search
the rooms to see that the individuals in-
volved were not on the premises, and were
no longer resident there. When a person
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moves from one place to another, the onus
is on him to make a fresh claim. Every pre-
caution is taken by the department before
names are removed from the roll. If the
authorities had to verify every claim, they
would be unable to do the job unless a great
deal of expense was incurred.

Mr. Marshall: If one person says of an-
other that he is no longer in a eertain place,
that is quite sufficient for the department,
and out he goes.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No one
claims that the system is absolutely per-
fect, but a reasonably efficient job is made
of the enrolments. I would have no objec-
tion to the amendment if it could be demon-
strated that it was possible to take reason-
able precantions to aseertain that a par-
ticular person did not reside on the pre-
mises. [t may well be that such person
would not desire io be known ns living there,
For reasons of his own.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not know how
Subelause 3 eould be amended to provide
for difficalties that have arisen in the Bun-
bury electorate from time to time. After
certain individuals were notified that their
names had bheen strueck off the roll hecause
it did not appear that they were residing

at the given addresses, they submitted
claim eards for re-enrolment and were
enrolled  on  the supplementary  list.

Against  thelr names, however, appeared
the words, “Stuck off roli.” Because
of that, they were refused the right
to exercise the franchise at the last elee-
tion. They overcame the difficulty by
driving to another polling booth where
they were able fo record their votes. I
would like the Minister to look into the
matter. Perhaps it eould be dealt with
when we consider Clause 108,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 26 to 30—agreed to.

Clause 31—Amalgamation of rolls:

Mr. MARSHALL: The clanse provides
that whenever the Minister so directs, the
roll and supplementary rolls may he printed
in an amalgamated form. T suggest that
the Minister should direet the Chief Elee-
toral Officer to issue annual rolls. That is
specially necessarv for Assembly memhers



(8 Ocroner, 1935.]

because their clectors are more of the no-
madic type than are those whose names ap-
pear on the rolls for the Legislative Coun-
¢il. The Murchison State roll is a posi-
tive disgrace to all concerned. 1 am the
only person in the Murchison electorate
who has anything like an up to date voll,
and that iz because [ secured from the
Clief Electoral Officer one of the latest
“pulls,” so that I eould get somewhere near
to the position in my constituency. The
system that has been adopted so far by the
Electoral Department has been anything
but efficient. Ther are quite ready to
strike off names, but it is a different
matter when it eomes to enrolments,
Apart from the departmental canvass that
muay be made in certain electorates every
three vears or sn, the other electorates re-
main in n state of chaos. There are at
lenst 3,000 persons in the Murchison elec-
torates whose names do not appear on the
roll. The obligation should not he on a
member of Parliament to place persons on
the roll.

The Alinister for Justice:
the mining registrars?

Mr. MARSHALL: I will not ask the
mining vegistrars in v electorate to do
any extra work. They have enough to do
now. The mining registrars are agents for
all sortx of Government departments, and
have to act in many capacities. In fact,
they ought te be provided with electrie
batteries 1o enable them to keep going.
The Chief Electoral Officer should devise
some other method by which the work of
enrolment may be undertaken. 1f we are
to ecompel pecple to he enrolled, we should
provide them with better facilities.

The Minister for Justice: There are
plenty of claim cards available, and enrol-
ments can he effected at post offices, with
mining registrars, and so forth.

Mr. MARSHALL: The postal officials in
the main are fairlv careful, and send out
State and Federal eards; bui we shoutd not
relv upon the Federal authorities for our
work.

What about

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 32 and 33—agreed to.

Clanse 34—Regulations  may
method of preparation of roll:

My, ¥, C. L. SMITH: Has the clause
any hearing upon Clause 237

provide
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
When the names of persons have been
struek off, and those coneerned  have
proved they are entitled to be enrolled,
thelr names are reinstated on the roll.
This e¢lause gives the Chief Electoral
Officer power to place the names of such
people on the rull again.

Clause put and passed.
Clanses 35 (o 39—agreed &

Clause J0-—Compulsory corolment for
Assembly:
Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The remarks of

the member for AMurehison draw attention
to the fact that in the past little attempt
has heen made hy the Eleetoral Depart-
ment to enforee compulsory enrolment.

The Minister for Justice. That is so.

Hon. C. &. LATHAM: I would like an
assurance from the Minister that the de-
partment will act differently in futore. It
is useless retaining such a provision in
legislation unless it is to he enforeed, other-
wise the position will become fareical.
Usnally candidates are aetive in securing
enrolments just before elections, but they
are the least qualified for the work.

The Minister for Justice: Not the least
qualified, but they should not he expected
to do it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am afraid that
if there is any doubt ahout the individual’s
political faith, his «laim eard is not sent
in as expeditiously as it would be if his
politiecs had a different flavour. T have
known instances of people, who have re-
sided in a district for vears, having their
names struck off the roll, and no action
taken regarding them, although the return-
ing office had heen notified. i

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
the intention of the Government to endeav-
our to enforce the provision regarding com-
pulsory enrolment. There has heen such a
tremendouns migration of electors from one
part of the State to another, particularly
during the period when relief work was
made available, that difficulty has been ex-
perienced. Men have heen sent from one
electoral district to another on part-time
work and have been so situated that ther
were really nof entitled to be enrolled at all,
becanse they were never in one particular
distriet, or at one specific address, suffi-
eiently long to enable them to become elie-
ihle, To prosecate persons in snch cirenm-
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stances would not be justifiable. The same
position arises in connection with the min-
ing industry. Upwards of 3,000 men have
been employed on the Government prospect-
ing scheme and, after working in one centre
for a week or two, they move fo a different
district and continue doing so while they
do not consider their prospects at any par-
ticular centre are satisfactory. Apart from
them, there are thousands of people who
do not remain in any one place for more
than seven or eight weeks at a time. In
those circumstances it would be unjust to
institute wholesale prosecutions against
people so unfortunately placed. But in set-
tled areas, where people have plenty of op-
portunity for enrolment and wilfully neglect
that opportunity, some prosecutions will
certainly take place unless those people rise
to their responsibilities. We are having a
count made in some distriets with a view
to getting the rolls up to date as soon ag
possible. If people will not obey the law
and become enrolled, prosecutions will eer-
tainly follow. At one stage the Federal
Electoral Department were particularly
keen on prosecutions, and I have heard men
say that they must get on the Federal roll
else they would be fined, but that it did not
matfer so much about the State roll. How-
ever, during the last five or six years no
State Government could be blamed for the
state of the rolls, becanse there has been
tremendous migration from one distriet to
another. Many of those people moving
about have not yet settled down, and do not
know where they are going to settie because
they are not in sufficiently permanent em-
ployment. It would not be justifiable to
prosecute such people for not being on the
roll, However, if the department go to the
trouble and expense of getting the rolls up
to date, and if due announeement is made
that prosecutions will fellow, nobody ecan
find any fault with that, and it should have
a good effect in keeping the rolls up to date.
This poliey will be put into operation very
shortly now.

Clause put and passed.

Claose 41—agreed to.

Clause 42-—Removal of names repeated on
roll:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This elause gives
the Chief Electoral Officer power to remove
names from the roll. Frequently father and
son have exacily the same name. When the
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son reaches the age of 21 years he applies
to have his name put or the roll.  The
registrar, on receiving the application,
strikes off all the same names already on
the roll. We should make provision that
no names shall be struck off the roll with-
out authentic authority. I meove an amend-
ment—

That at the end of the clause the following

he added:—*Provided that no names shall be
removed until notification has been gerved on
all such persons.’’
Again, we have had instances of persons
dying in a distriet and the registrar, hav-
ing sent along the necessary notification,
the Electoral Department strikes out all
sueh names. If we make it eompulsory for
everybody te have his name on the roi,
we should take every precaution against
improperly striking off any names.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
ne objection to the prineiple contained in
the amendment, T agree that we shonld
take ecvery possible precaution against
wrongfully striking off names from the roll.

Mr. MeDONAYLD: I think the word
‘‘served’’ in the amendment is technically
wrong., It might be more workable if the
amendment read {‘until notification has
been sent to the person objected to at his
address appearing on the State roll.”’

Mr. WANSBROUGH: T have had a curi-
ous experience in ny district. For ten
years I have been trying to have a name
struck off the roll. This man has two pro-
perties in the district. In the one instance
his christian name appears as ‘‘Jobhn’’ and
in the other as ““John James.”" Conse-
quently he geis two notices, addressed
really to the sume person. I have heen
trying for 10 vears to get that name off the
roll.

Hon. C. ¢. LATHAM: I have no ohjec-
tion to the sugpestion made by the mem-
her for West Perth, With your leave, Mr.
Chairmun, T will alter my amendment fo
read— '

Provideed that no names shall he removed

until notifiecntion has heen sent to all such
petsons.

Amendment put and passed; lhe clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 43—Alteration of rolls:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Unless the Minis-
ter can tell me the reason for this. I pro-
pose to move to strike out paragraph (b).
I suppose this was inserted in the original
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ety when there was no compulsory enrol-
ment. Surely it was never intended that
because a man writes in saying he wants
his name taken off the roil, the registrar
should be compelled to take it off. What-
ever may have been the reason for it, we
no longer need that provision.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
no explanation of it. At the same time,
it has been there for 23 years and no com-
plaint has been made. Of course, if a man
should make application to he enrolled for
a certain distriet and at the same time
notify the department that he was already
enrolled for some other distriet, that provi-
sion would apply.

Hon. €. (. Latham: Bot that is provided
for in paragraph (e).

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
so it is.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If the Minister
will give me an assurance that he will look
inta this, I shall be satisfied for the time
being.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes, I
will do that.

Mr. RODOREDA: This mayv have rela-
tion to the Council rolls, for which there
is no eompnlsion. T shounld say that is the
reason why this provision is to be found
in the Act.

Mr. MARSHALL: And there is another
reason. When enrolling people who have
just arrived in the distriet. a eandidate
cannot say exaetly in which electorate
those people were last enrolled. In those
circumstances it is customary for the can-
didate f{o write on the claim card ‘‘no
other electorate.”” Then the Chief Elee-
toral Officer finds out that those people now
enrolled for, say Murchison, were previ-
ously enrolled for Swan. and so he writes
to the registrar of the Swan distriet and
the name is strnck off that roll.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But paragraph (c}
provides for that.

My, MARSHALL: Xo, it does not. Read
the first two lines of the clanse, **In addi-
tion to other powers of alteration con-
ferred by the Aet.’’ How could the Chief
Electoral Officer know that it was one and
the same person, unless that person wrote
in abont it?

Clanse put and passed.
Clause 14—Time for altering rolls:
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< Hon, C. G, LATHAM: Does this mean
that the roils will close at 6 o'cloek in the
afternoon of the day of the issue of the
writ ?

The Minister for Justice: Yes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: On one occasion
they did not close till midnight. I should
like to make sure that we are bLringing this
into line with the provisions for the Legis-
lative Counecil. 1f we fix this at 6 o’clock
here for the closing time of the roll, it
would mean that no names received after 6
o'clock would be admitted.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is right. Previously the names were not
enrolled when the claims were received;
they had to lie for a period of a fortnight
before the envolment was made. Under
the existing law no claim received within
14 days of the issue of the writ can be en-
rolled, Under this measure claims received
up to 6 p.m. on the day of the issue of the
writ will be enrolled. The difference is
that elaimants will have an extra fortnight.

Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 45 to 45—agreed to.

Clause  49—Persons  entrusted  with
claims must give receipt and Fforward
riaim  forthwith:

Mr, RODOREDA: The Minister indi-
cated that he would accept an amendment to
overeome the drastic natere of the words
“shall forthwith” transmit the elaim to
the registrar. 1 suggest substituting the
words “at the first possible oppprtunity.’’

Hon, C. G. Latham: “Forthwitl” would
cover that.

Mr. RODOREDA: The provision might
be satisfactory for the ecity, but in the
country eonditions arve different. An of-
fender would he liable to a penalty not ex-
ceeding £350. A person might withhold
claim cards merely through negligence and
still he subject to that penalty.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Fears
of what might transpire are not likely to
be realised in practice. Some enthusiast
might allege that a person had received a
claim eard and lad taken a drink at the
hotel before lodging the claim. Such an
allegation wounld be extravagant. All that
the department desire is that the claim
cards shall not be wilfully withheld.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Retain the words as
printed.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The.
dictionary  meaning of “forthwith” is
“without delay.” 1 would be prepared to
gubstitute “without delay” orv “without un-
reasonable delay.”

Mr, Thorn: X
possible moment.”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
means “forthwith.”

Hon, C. G. Latham: People in the back

suggest “at the earliest

conntry would not be asked to do some-
thing that was impossible.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:

Akcording to the law, for one person fo
place his hand on another's shoulder econ-
stitutes an assault, but such a law is not
harshly administered. The object of the pro-
vision is to prevent nbuses that have
occurred.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Particularly is that
so in connection with licensing polls.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
I explained that on the second reading.

Mr. Rodoreda: T accept the Minister’s
explanation.

Mr. NEEDHAM: In other parts of the
measure certain times are specified. The
objeation of the member for Roebourne
could he overcome by inserting a specified
time. I suggest “not later than seven days.”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
could not be applied in some of the outback
areas., Claim ecards received six dayvs be-
fore the issue of the writ could be held until
the day after the writ was issued.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 50—Registration of claims:

Mr. RODOREDA: Subclause 6 provides
that the registrar shall give notice to &
person whose elaim has heen rejected. Sub-
clause 8 provides that an appeal may be
lodged by sending a notice in the preseribed
form. One calendar month within the time
of receiving the notice is allowed. That
would not give the claimant sufficient time
as he would have to write to the registrar
requesting fo be supplied with a form on
which to set forth his appeal. T soggest
adding to Subclanse § the words “and shall
send him a notice of appeal in the pre-
serihed form.” A letter stating grounds of
appeal should suffice, without insistence on
the prescribed form.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In the
absence of a preseribed form, the person
ohjecting would frequentlv send a letter
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omitting particulars essential {o the regis-
trar in arriving at a decision. I would agree
to ilie insertion of words directing that the
notice shall be aceompanied by the pre-
seribed form.

Mr., RODOREDA: 1 wmove an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to Subcelause
G:—¢"and such notice shall be accompanied
by the preseribed form as provided in Sub-
section 8.’

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subclause 11 the following words
be struck out:— *‘but no reasons for the re-
jection shall be considered, except such as have
heen furnished hy the Chief Electoral Officer.*?
The person objesting should he permitted
to state his reasons.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Chief Blectoral Officer is the person ohject-
ing. The words in question vepresent a
safezuard fo the elector, by preventing the
Chief Electoral Officer from raising other
objections than those set out in the notice. *

Hon. C. G. Latham: I ask leave ta with-
draw the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause as amended, put and passed.

Clause 51—Objections to envelment:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Subelanse 2 stipu-
lates a deposit of 2s. 6d. Not long ago at
Katanning 140 names were objected to, and
140 half-crowns had to he deposited. A
maximum of £3 by way of deposit might
be fixed. Would the Minister accept that
suggestion?

The Minister for Justice: Yes, provided
it applied 1{o a number of objections
made simultaneously.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to Subelause 2
—“Provided that when a number of ohjee-
tions are lodged at the one time, the maxi-
mum amount required to he lodged shall not
exceed £3.77

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T have
no ohjection to the amendment. Of courze
there should not he power to object to every-
one on the roll by making a deposit of €5,
This is guarded against by the registrar
having power to declare objections to he
frivolous and in that ease muleting the ab-
jector in eosts considerably exeeeding the
deposit of £5.
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M. RODOREDA : I should like to see the
deposit made 10s. instead of 25, 6d. The
amendment limits objeetions to 40 at halt-a-
crown.  An applicant wmight be willing to
pay far more than £5 in order to be enabled
to ohject to names at the time of the issue
of the writ. In the North-West many elec-
tors live on stations, the post town being
merely their postal address. An infinity of
trouble has heen eaused to people in the
North-West hy Dbeing struck off the roll
hecause of not being in a postal delivery
area.

Mr., NEEDHAM: T hope the amendment
will not be curried. Anyone ohjecting to o
name on the roll should not do so lightly. A
man or an organisation taking the stand of
objecting without adequate grounds should
hear the costs. Some people imake a hobbyv
of objecting to names on the roll. The cost
of lodging objections should be inerveased
rather than lessened. The infliction of the
penalty for frivolous objections is more
honoured in the breach than the ohservance.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Paragraph (1)
provides that the registrar may declare the
ohjection frivolous and require the ohjector,
not being an officer, to pay costs np to £2.
In the absence of that provision | would not
have moved my amendment. The desire is
to make it easy for people to get on the voll,
and having secured that right we now have
an amendment to make it as easy as possible
to take namesz off the roll. Up to date 2s. 6d.
has been the cost of lodging an abjection,
and that has curtailed the number of ohjee-
tions in the past. What will happen now
will be that it will be made ensy, and the
ohjections will not be restricted to a few, but
will be made en masse on the payment.of £3,

Mr, Needham: Mass produetion,

Mr. MARSHALL: Exactly. If the clause
provided for the Chief Electoral Officer
taking action, that would be all vight. I am
n accord with the Bill as it is printed, and
I hope the Minister will not agree to any
alteration. The Leader of the Opposition
should realise that the law is equitable as it
is. If there is a rightful contention that a
person is wrongly enrolled, the amount of
2s. 6d. is little enough then for the lodging

of an objection. We should not dis-
franchise people.
Mr. MOLONEY: I also hope that the

Minister will stiek to the Bill. "Whilst not
agreeing entirely with the remarks of the
previous speaker, T ean see that there is a
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good dea! of truth in what he says, that the
amendment will imake it easier for people to
lodge objections. It would he possible to
lodge thousands uof ohjections on the pay-
ment of £3, and it would he possible also to
find that those objections were frivolous.
We should discourage that kind of thing. I
hope the Minister will stick to the Bill as
it is.

AMr. WITHERS: [ also hope that the
amendment will not be agreed to. What it
is possible to do in connection with the
lodging ot objections was forcibly brought
home to me at the last elections in connec-
tion with the supplementary rolls in my
electorate. Some 20-odd names were ob-
jeetec] to. Those names were submitted to
the registrar, but not to me, and they were
disfranchised at the election. 1f we agree
to the proposal of the Leader of the Upposi-
tion, the lodging of objections will be
facilitated, and we shall have many more.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes 23
Majority against .. 16
AYES,
Mr. Latham Mr. Stubbs
Mr. MeLarty Mr. Thern
Mr., Maon Mr. Welsh
Mr. Patrick Mr. Doney
Mr. Seward (Tellar »
NoEes.
Mr. Boyle Mr., Needhan
Mr. Clothier Mr. North
Mr. Coverler Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Cross Ar. Raphael
Mr. Fox Mr. Rodoredn
Mr. Hegney Mr, Sampason
Mfss Holman Mr. F, C. L. Smillk
Mr. Lambert Mr, Wansbrough
Mr. McDonsld Me. Willeock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise
Mr. Mlllington Mr. Withera
A~ Moloney Mr, Wilson
Mr, Munsie {Teller.y
PAIR.
AYF , .N'n.
Mr. J. M. Smitbh Mr. Collier

Amendment thus negatived,

Mr. RODOREDA: Subclause 9 deals
with objeetions to names on the rells and
should be consequentially amended. I move
an amendment—

That the following words he added te Sub-
clause 9:— ‘and a notice of appeal in the pre-
seribed form shall be sent to the elaimant.’’

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: f
think the hon. member means that a copy
of the preseribed form of appeal shall be
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forwarded to the elaimant. In what form
wag the previous amendment moved?

The CHAIRMAN: The wording was
“‘and such notice shall be accompanied by
the preseribed form as provided in Sub-
clanse 8.7’

Alr. RODOREDA: I think that wording
is preferable. T ask leave to withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

My, RODOREDA: I move an amend-
ment—

That the fullowing words be added to Sub-
clinse 9:—“and such notice shall be aceom-
panicd by the preseribed form.”’

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, NEEDHAM: Subelanse 22, para-
graph (a}, relates to an elector against
whom an objection has been lodged and in
respect to which objection a decision has
not been reached. Should an election
oceur, the eleetor would be entitled to vote
as an absent voter hut not in person. Why
not? A vote in absentia i5 just as effective
as is a vote in person, so long as it is a
valid vote.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If a
person who is lawfully entitled to vote has
an objestion lodged against him, and the
appeal does not come off before the elee-
tion, he should not be debarred from re-
cording his vote. Subsequently it may be
proved that he had no right to vote, but on
the other hand it may be proved he had
every right to do so. The adoption of the
absentee form enables the ballot paper to
be starred and readily identified if subse-
quently it is found that the person con-
cerned had no right to vote. The present
system permits a man to sign a declaration
that he is entitled to vote, and his vote
stands, but the proposed system will make
for greater safeguards.

Clanse, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 52—Registrar General to furnish
monthly lists:

Mr, F. C. L. SMITH: The qualification
of holding a title to a property iz just as
important as other qualifications which can
be referred to the Registrar General. T
should like to see added after the word
“husband’’ in paragraph (b) the follow-
ing:—"“The Registrar of Titles during
every month in each year shall forward to
the Chief Electoral Officer 2 list in the pre-
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scribed form of the transfers of titles of
land which have been effected during the
preceding month, together with the names
of the transferee and transferror.” Very
often a property changes hands, but the
qualifications remain in the name of the
original owner. Subsequently the new
owner may have his name put on the roll,
and his name as well as that of the pre-
vious owner is allowed to remain in asso-
ciation with that property. 1 know of
three persons, all living in different places,
being allowed to hold the qualification for
the same block of land,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
had better introduce his proposal as a new
clause when we reach the end of the Bill.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 53—Inspector General of the In-
sane to furnish monthly lists:

Mr. SAMPSON: I
ment—

That in line 2 of page 29 the words “‘or
reception hiouse’’ be struek out.

move an amend-

The reception house at Point Heathcote
does not take in insane persons, because it
is provided that an insane person must be
certified to by iwo doctors. Point Heath-
cote already suffers a good deal of odium
becanse of the impression that the inmates
are insane, whereas in nearly all cases they
are people who are subsequently restored
to normal mentality.

Mr, CROSS: I suggest the hon. member
should withdraw his  amendment, and
allow me to move another that will more
closely fill the hill. My amendment is to the
effect that the pavagraph shall apply to
the immnates of a hospital or reception
house who have been certified as insane.
That would not debar from the right to
vote any person who had not been declared
insane.

Mr. SEWARD: T am inclined to agree
with the member for Swan. Lemnos is a
reception home. Recently there came onder
my notice the ¢ase of a returned soldier for
whom I was tryving to obtain a pension. He
was admitted to Lemmos, although there
was and is no doubt ns to his sanity. Under
the elause as it stands, that soldier’s name
would have been notified to the Chiefl
Electoral Officer for striking off the roll.

Hon.,C. G. LATHAM: It is useless fo
hide the fuct that at Lemnos and Point
Heatheote there are persons whe could not
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possibly act sanely for two minutes. The
case instanced by the member for Pingelly
wounld rectify itself. A list of inmates of
these institutions is furnished monthly to
the Chief Electoral Registrar. The inmates
cannot he described as sane, and it would be
Preposterous to have insane persons voting.

Mr. MOLONEY : T agree with the Leader
of the Opposition. The member for Swan
is going the wrong way about achieving his
desire. The proper method is that sug-
gested by the member for Canping. [t
would be a travesty of reason to agree with
either the member for Swan or the member
for Pingelly. An open go should not be
given to inmates of the two institutions men-
tioned, irrespective of one of them being
for rcturned soldiers. In most cases those
inmates are not competent to exercise the
vote.

Miss HOLMAN: I would like the mem-
ber for Swan to withdraw his amendment
in favour of that suggested by the member
for Canning. A man or a woman may go
into a reception home in the last week of
the month, and the Chief Electoral Officer
would instruet the registrar to strike the
name of that man or woman off the roil
straight away, although in the meantime the
person had been discharged from the re-
ception home.

Mr. SAMPSON: No one who -is insane
can be placed in the reception home at Point
Heatheote.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Have vou seen the
patients there?

Mr. SAMPSON: Unless an inmate is cer-
tified to be insane, the provision does not
apply. It is not possible for any certified
insane person to bhe held at Point Heatheote.
The members for Canning and Subiaco have
gathered a wrong view of the imstitution. A
person certified insane is taken to a hos-
pital for insane. The clause presnpposes
that inmates of Point Heatheote are insane.

Members: No.

Mr. SAMPSOX: The clause speaks of
“a hospital or reception house for the in-
sane.” The inmates at Point Hestheote
have not been certified insane. Considera-
tion should be extended to cases of nervous
debility.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : If the kon. mem-
ber read the clause carefully he would rea-
lise that what he has stated is incorreet.
The clause refers to the reception houses
for the insane. If the contention is that
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it applies to Heathcote and there are no
insane people there, then the amendment
will not affect them. The member for
Wagin and I know the eondition of some
of the inmates in Heathcote and Lemnoo,
for we saw some of them and there is no
hope whatever of some of the patients
ever leaving the institutions. Probably
becanse their relatives can.afford to pay
for them, the inmates are permiifed to stay
For a longer period than otherwise would be
allowed.  As the member for Swan pointed
out, there are many insane people held in
other places throuzhout the State.

The Minister for Justice: A lot of them,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It would be dan-
gerous to allow their vote to be exercised
by some other person.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. CROSS: [ have some knowledge of
what happened before, and I do not want
similar things to oeeur again. There may
be reception homes for the insane, and the
inmates inelude some who have not been
certified as insane. In order to make the
position ¢lear, I move an amendment—

That in line 7 after ‘‘insane’’ the words

‘“who has been ecertified as insane’’ be in-
serted.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause pnt and passed.

Clauses 54 to 65—agreed fo.
(Clnuse G(6—Candidates to nominate:

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Subclanse 2 says
that no person who is disqualified from
being elected as a member of the Counecil
or of the Assembly shall nominate himself
as a candidate for an election for the Coun-
cil or for the Assembly, and if he does
nominate, his nomination shall be void.
Has regard been had to the fact that am
individual may be qualified for the As-
sembly but not for the Counecil? For in-
stance, a candidate has to be 30 years of
age before he can qualify for a seat in
the Legislative Couneil, but that age is
not necessary hefore a person ean nomin-
ate for a seat in the Assembly.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I think
the drafting of the clause is guite eclear.
Formerly if a person was not qualified, he
could nominate, and perhaps be elected.
Action to prevent him from taking his
seat could be taken only after all that ex-
pense had veen involved. Now the nomin-
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atton will become void from the ontset.
A lot of consideration was given to this
clause, and I think it is all right.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 67 to T2—agreed to,

Clause 73—Deposit to be forfeited in
certain cases:

Mr. RAPHARL: I
ment—

move an  amend-

That in line 5 ‘‘one-fifth’? be struck out
and ‘‘'one-third’’ imserted in lieu.
At many elections we meet with some pro-
fessional men who have seized the oppor-
tunity to evade the rule of their organisa-
tion or eontrolling body that they shall not
advertise. These men nominate themselves
as candidates for the elections, knowing
that they have no chance of suceess and
caring nothing about losing their deposits,
which they regard as the price of the
advertisement they get out of the elee-
tien, At the last elections, one man lost his
deposit and another saved his by only the
narrowest of margins. No wan who has
every chance of winning an election should
be put to the expense of [fighting that
election if the opposing candidate is a can-
didate merely for the purpose of advertis-
ing his business. So 1 propose that in-
stead of a man losing his deposit if he
fails to obtain at the election a number
of votes above one-fifth of the number of
voles polled by the suceessful candidate, he
shall Jose it if he fails to obtain one-third
of that number. ’

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 disagree with tue
views of the hon. member. The widest pos-
sible zeope should be given to candidates
standing for Parliament, I do not think
we have the right to lay down a penal
provision such as is embodied in the amend-
ment. I warn the Committee against the
departure suggested by the hon. member.
A person should not be penalised by the
loss of his deposit merely because he fails
to obtain one-third of the votes polled by
the suceessful candidate.

Mr. Thorn: Do you think there is some
ulterior motive behind the amendment?

Mr. LAMBERT: Possibly there is. The
Committee would be wrongly advised to
impose a penal clause against prospective
candidates for parlinmentary elections.

Mr. HEGNEY: I, too, will oppose the
amendment, for I think the existing pro-
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vision has worked very well in the past—
I know it did in my electorate.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If there be one candi-
date who is not at all likely to be de-
feated at the election, the State should
not be put to the expense of holding an
election. I hope the Committee will agree
with the amendment,

Amendment pont and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.

Clanses 74 to 76—agreed to.
Clause 77—Voting in absence:

My, NORTH: I propose to move an
amendment that in line 4 of paragraph (b)
of Subclause 1 ‘“declaration of nomina-
tions’’ be struek out and “‘issne of writ®’
ingerted in lien. The member for West
Perth, when disenssing this on the second
reading, pointed out the neecessity for hav-
ing a longer time for making application
to the Chief Electoral Officer or a registrar
for a hallot paper. If I move the pro-
posed amendment and it be agreed to, [
think the point stressed by the member
for West Perth will be gained.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW,

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon,
J. C. Willcock — Geraldton) [9.31]: I
move—

That the House at its vising adjourn till
Thursday, the 10th October.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.32 pom.



